


Many of the substances noted at concerning levels by EPA, including arsenic, barium and 
manganese, are naturally occurring substances, but can also be found in drilling fluids. Other 
substances found in the Dimock water, such as DEHP, is a manufactured chemical used in plastic 
construction and are also associated with drilling activities. 

"In our view, what is needed is an objective approach to dealing with community concerns -
something missing in recent EPA actions," Stark said. "EPA's changing posture on sampling in 
Dimock is indicative of a broader problem of inconsistency with scientific process and a lack of 
cooperation with state and private sector parties. Despite this, Cabot hopes that we can work with 
EPA to further review existing data and to establish a firmer basis for agency decision-making." 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection said it would work with EPA to conduct 
the testing, though it said that no new data had been presented. In recent weeks, Pennsylvania DEP 
Secretary Michael Krancer has called EPA's handling and knowledge of the situation in Dimock 
"rudimentary." 
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